Notes on Contributors
Dr George Broderick is currently Professor of Celtic Studies at the University
of Mannheim, Germany. His main area of research over the years has been
Manx Gaelic language and literature and he has published widely on that
subject, notably A Handbook of Late Spoken Manx 3 vols. (Tübingen: Niemeyer
1984‒86), Language Death in the Isle of Man (Tübingen: Niemeyer 1999) and
Place-Names of the Isle of Man 7 vols. (Tübingen: Niemeyer 1994‒2005). In
recent years he has branched out into other aspects of place-names, publishing
his ‘Names for Britain and Ireland Revisited’ (Beiträge zur Namenforschung
44.2, 2009) as well as his article on ‘Some island names in the former “Kingdom
of the Isles”: a reappraisal’, JSNS 7 (2013), 1‒28, and in other realms of Celtic
and Classical Studies.
Professor Thomas Owen Clancy holds the Chair of Celtic at the University of
Glasgow, where he has taught since 1995. He has been Principal Investigator for
a number of recent place-name projects, including most recently the AHRCfunded ‘Scottish Toponymy in Transition’ (2011‒2014) and the Leverhulmefunded ‘Commemorations of Saints in Scottish Place-Names’ (2010‒2013). He is
a former editor of The Innes Review and is joint series editor of The International
Companions to Scottish Literature. He is Director of the Survey of Scottish PlaceNames.
Liz Curtis is a member of the Scottish Place-Name Society and lives in Dunbar.
She began her interest in place-names while living in Belfast and learning Irish
Gaelic. In 2006/7 she took an MSc course in Scottish Studies at the University
of Edinburgh, where she wrote a dissertation on place-names on the Tarbat
peninsula, supervised by the late Dr Doreen Waugh. This was later published as
‘Tarbat or not Tarbat? Was there a portage on the Tarbat peninsula?’, JSNS 5, 2011,
1–34. Since then she has concentrated mainly on place-names in East Lothian
and enjoys responding to local enquiries about the subject. She is particularly
interested in how place-names illuminate history and archaeology, and vice versa.
Dr Peter Drummond has a degree in sociology, which goes to prove that one
can come to onomastics from any direction. He became interested in placenames while working on a history of the Coatbridge area, where he worked in
the early 1980s, and this led to Place-Names of the Monklands a few years later.
He then turned his toponymic focus to his main hobby, hill-walking, and in the
early 1990s the Scottish Mountaineering Trust published his Scottish Hill and
Mountain Names, which met with considerable success. In spring 2007, it was
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re-published as Scottish Hill Names, a title change reflecting a large amount of restructuring and the addition of new material. He undertook an MSc by Research
at the University of Edinburgh in 2006 on ‘The Hill Names of Southern Scotland’.
He gained a PhD from Glasgow University in 2014, for his thesis ‘An analysis of
toponyms and toponymic patterns in eight parishes of the upper Kelvin basin’.
He has served as Treasurer for the Scottish Place-Name Society for many years,
and as its Convenor for three years.
Dr Simon Taylor has been working in various aspects of Scottish place-name
studies since the early 1990s, including the production of detailed surveys of Fife
(5 volumes, 2006‒2012), Kinross-shire (1 volume, 2017) and Clackmannanshire
(1 volume, forthcoming). He is employed half-time as a reader in Scottish Name
Studies at the University of Glasgow. Editor of JSNS since its inception in 2007, he
is now co-editor with Richard Cox.

